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Matthew gives us a vivid picture of the Magi; robe, tunics vibrant and colorful; their headdress elegant and elaborate.

Serious in their search, diligent in the study of their chosen trade, they came from afar.

There were at least two differing views on the Magi.

There was the view that they were like priests or wise men, not kings.

As priests or wise men, they had access to centers of power, but were not in and of themselves among the powerful.

Some said they were astrologers or star gazers trying to get in on the scoop of present and future events by studying the stars.

Others called them magicians who wrote the daily horoscopes based on the movements of the heavens.

They were threats to the powerful at times because their predictions were not always favorable.

And as astrologers, they were valued by some and were thought to signal the birth of important figures.

That was one view of them.

Others would have thought they would be the last people to be notified of the birth of Christ.

They were condemned by Scriptures; considered to be idolatrous, deceivers.

The godly were told to avoid them, shun them, to get away from them.

They were so despised by some that shortly after the birth of Jesus, a Rabbi wrote, “He who learns from a Magi is worthy of death.”

The presence of the wise men in the birth narrative of Jesus shows otherwise.
It shows God’s gracious purposes in history.

God’s grace is extended to everyone.

No anyone is left out of God’s plans for the salvation of the whole world.

Many that may be disregarded in our world today, homeless, hungry, the teen with the saggy pants, the young adult with the tattooed body, those who may be seen as insignificant today, God says differently about them.

According to God’s plans for the whole world, none of us are left out of God’s plans for our lives and for the world.

THE REACH OF GOD’S GRACE EXTENDS TO US ALL.


Matthew’s Gospel prepares us for this graciousness of God by opening with an unconventional genealogy.

It includes four women of questionable character, 2 who are prostitutes, one is the wife of Uriah, and another is an outside Moabite named Ruth.

From there Matthew moves on to the birth of Jesus and then to the story of the Magi.

When the Magi saw the star rise, they went to Herod to find out where the baby had been born.

It was actually a mistake for them to go to Herod because Herod was the King and any other king would be a threat.

As a result of his knowledge of the birth of Jesus, Herod had innocent boys less than 2 years of age slaughtered, mere innocent children; there were at least 20-30 of them, perhaps more.
We do not know for sure.

But for some, this would be even more reason that the Magi should not be included in God’s plans for the world.

What the Scripture is pointing out to us is that the Christ Child who attracted these odd and sometimes unwanted Magi to his cradle would have the same effect on a Samaritan woman that he meets at the well at noon in John’s Gospel, also on a woman caught in adultery, a tax collector hated by everyone, a despised Roman soldiers, on lepers who were alienated from the faith community, family members, even now youth listening to and making rap music, hard rock music and others.

The Gospel is telling us about the FAR REACH OF GOD’S GRACE TO INCLUDE THESE AND US.

GOD’S GRACE and God’s goodness knows no bounds.

Given the right spirit and openness to God, there is no place where God’s grace cannot reach, and there is no one and no situation or circumstance upon which God’s grace cannot and will not rest.

Wise men found Mary and the baby.  

They went in and worshipped him.

Mary and Joseph must have welcomed them as they brought gifts to the child.

The 3 gifts mentioned are in agreement with the Trinitarian aspect of our faith.

The gifts are also symbolic in nature.

Gold represents Christ’s kingship; frankincense, used in temple worship and still used today in some faith traditions, represents His priestly function; myrrh used in embalming in burial rituals, represents His salvation function as the Savior who would die for us.

If you remember Israelite history, recall that it was a custom that when a stranger came into town, they were to be given shelter and protection.

That happened when Jesus met the 2 disciples on the road to Emmaus in Luke.

They took him in because it was night.

In the breaking of the bread, they realized that it was Jesus there with them.

Isn’t it interesting that Mary and Joseph welcomed these Gentile strangers?
Isn’t it interesting that their home must have been made available for such as these?

Their home was a sign of the gracious reach of God’s goodness and faithfulness.


A young person was wearing a light weight all weather jacket called “Members only.”  

I don’t know if you remember those or if you have some of those 
I don’t see them so much anymore.

This person had one in almost every color they made.

They were really nice jackets.

The Gospel lesson today surprises us and it surprised the readers of Matthew’s Gospel.

It tells us that salvation is not a “members-only club” for those who adhere to the same beliefs, ideas and thoughts that we hold near and dear.

The Gospel begs to ask us, “Who are the Magi of today?”

“Who are the people we prefer not to be around because they talk differently, look different, and speak a different language?”


This lesson comes at the end of one year and the beginning of a new year; it asks questions of our faithfulness and openness as a congregation.

A story is told of 3 men during the war.

One of the men died and his 2 friends wanted desperately to give their friend a decent burial.

They found one cemetery in a nearby village.

They asked the priest if they could bury their friend in the cemetery.

The friend had been Protestant and the cemetery was Roman Catholic.

The priest refused to allow them to bury their friend.

However, upon seeing their disappointment, he said that they could bury their friend outside the fence.

Later, they went back to visit their friend, but could not find his grave outside the fence.
They went to the priest who said that in the middle of the night, he was very disturbed because he had made them bury their friend outside the fence.

So, he got up and moved the fence to include the dead soldier.

God has moved the fence to include all of us.


In the year ahead, sustained by God’s grace, we can move the fence to include those who come seeking the Christ Child.

We can open wide the doors for those outside our Church. 

Upheld by God’s grace, we can be examples of the far reach of God’s grace.

We’ve had a great Advent and Christmas season.

And didn’t we have a good time?

The tree was decorated so beautifully.

The children’s play was well attended.

The greenery, the lights, and Advent wreath all invited us into God’s saving grace.

So many of you did so much to make the church inviting, homey and Christmassy.

We celebrated Holy Communion together.

All of that comes to us as a reminder that Emmanuel is with us.

All of that is a reminder to us that God’s grace reaches into our lives in known and unknown ways

God is calling us to open wide our hearts, our doors, and our spirits to new people, new possibilities, and new opportunities that lie ahead.


God’s grace in Emmanuel brings confidence and courage to us as we reach out in new directions.

Interesting, isn’t it, that the wise men were told by Herod to return to him when they had found the Christ Child.

But they were warned in a dream, and so they returned home by another route.

They found the confidence and courage in seeing and worshiping the Christ Child to strike out in a new direction.

They were so persuaded by the presence of the Christ Child that they sought a new route, a new direction.

They set out on a new course for their lives.

They took another route.

They did not return home the same way.

In 2009 we can be persuaded by the presence of the Christ Child to seek new ways, new direction, new challenges, and new opportunities for our faith lives.
The Magi risked their lives by defying Herod.

If the Magi had been found out, they could have died.

They risked their lives because they had been touched by the reach of God’s grace which extended EVEN to them.

We too have been touched by the far reach of God’s grace in our lives and we stand in succession with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Elizabeth, Zechariah, Joseph and Mary as those who have been touched by God’s grace and live lives focused on the Gospel.

Sustained by God’s grace, we can gather in confidence that God is on our side.

Sustained by God’s grace, we can risk going beyond our comfort zone because God’s grace is there too.


Inspired by God’s far reaching grace, we leave one year and embark upon a new year.  There have been many good years.  2009 is a year with hope, with promise, with light for the journey and with opportunities to avail ourselves of the grace of God.

Sustained by the far reach of God’s grace, we are bound for EVEN greater things.
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