The Tragedy Of Christ’s Victory
Matthew 21:1-11
Liturgy of the Palms 

1.       Some of you experienced the victory of World War II. 
Others of us have at least seen on television old newsreel footage of the celebration of victory in Europe. 
Then came victory over Japan and other victory parades. 
There were no such celebrations after the wars in Korea and Vietnam. After the Allied victory in the Persian Gulf we attempted to make up for all of that with tremendous celebrations and victory parades. 
The attention of the entire nation was fixed on General Norman Schwarzkopf, who was the man of the hour.

2.       It is an ancient custom dating back in history to other times, other places, where kings and warriors were welcomed home with victory celebrations and parades through city gates.
It happened in Jerusalem whenever a new king ascended the throne. 
The people turned out and lined the streets. 
They spread their garments on the ground and waved palm branches in the air shouting, "Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord."
       Then one day long after the Israelite kings had gone and there was no more glory and nothing to celebrate, Jesus came. 
"Who is this?" the people in the street asked. 
Some of them answered, "This is Jesus, prophet from Nazareth of Galilee."
He had come to Jerusalem from Galilee, down the Jordan Valley, through the streets of Jericho, up that long, winding road toward the city of Jerusalem. 
He and His disciples stopped out there at a little village called Bethphage, just before the Mount of Olives. 
Jesus sent two disciples into the village to get a donkey. 
Then Jesus got on that donkey and rode over the Mount of Olives, heading toward the gate of the city of Jerusalem.

       How did He know the donkey would be there? 
Someone left it for Him. 
How did the people know He was coming to the city? 
Someone let them know. 
How did they know it was Jesus, the man from Galilee, the one rumored to be the new king of the Jews? 
Someone told them, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee."
       The man from Galilee had finally come. 
Now He faced Jerusalem. 
And all these people turned out to see Him, to give Him a victory parade. 
V-J Day, Victory in Jerusalem, had finally come. 
"Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest!" 
But there was something wrong there. 
It was a hollow victory. 
An undercurrent moved through the crowd, in the minds of the disciples, into the heart of Jesus. 
Jerusalem was nothing like Galilee. 
There was a tension in the air.
       This is not a real victory of any lasting duration. 
There is a great veil of tragedy which falls over this episode. 
It is a tragic kind of victory.

3.       Today Palm Sunday is a reminder of this fact. 
Palm Sunday always stands as a great divider. 
It separates us into two groups of people who either simply have opinions about what a nice fellow Jesus must have been, or who dare to cast our lots with Him. 
It separates us into either those who follow public opinion and go along with the crowd, or those who are willing to leave the safety of the crowd and walk through the gates of the city with Him.
Some of these who are shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David," on Palm Sunday will be shouting, "Give us Barabbas!" when Friday comes.
      The tragedy of Palm Sunday always confronts us with a choice. 
As we think about Jesus going to Jerusalem and the people who greeted Him, remember this. 

I.

 4.      The tragedy was their participation was nearly void.
It was void of any real sincerity. 
Many of those people just turned out to watch Jesus go by. 
Matthew tells us, that "Most of the crowd spread their garments on the road." 
But what were these people doing? 
Did they really know? 
Did they really care who this person was and what He was all about?
       There must have been many people in Jerusalem who were loyal followers of Jesus. 
It is true that by this time many people had fallen away from Him. 
But there were many who were still with Him. 
For so many in Jerusalem on that day, however, there must have been little meaning in what was going on. 
Their participation was void of any real commitment to Jesus and who He was, what He was all about, and what His entry into Jerusalem really meant. 
Many of those people had long ago lost the meaning of who they were and the spirit of their faith.

5.       A woman was cleaning out her canary's cage when the phone rang. With the vacuum cleaner in one hand she answered the phone with the other, and before she could turn off the vacuum cleaner her little bird was gone. 
She told her friend she would call her right back. 
She pulled the bird out of the machine, washed him off in the sink, blow dried him, and set him back on his perch. 
When she talked with her friend she said, "I think he will be all right. But he just sits there with a funny look on his face, staring straight ahead, not singing anymore."
       Jerusalem had been through the mill many times. 
And many of those people in Jerusalem must have been void of any real feeling.
       One of the reasons they reacted to Jesus the way they did was that they could not accept the things He had been saying. 
They were looking for a new king who would free them from Rome. They wanted that kind of kingdom and its glory. 
But the kingdom talk they had heard from Jesus had to do with God's kingdom, a kingdom within them, a kingdom which had already come.

6.       E. Stanley Jones, a great missionary, tells of being in South Africa on a preaching mission. 
The pastor who traveled with him said, "You preach a troublesome gospel. 
We preach a kingdom in heaven hereafter that upsets nothing now. 
But you preach a kingdom now on earth and that upsets everything."
The preaching of Jesus upset everything because He preached that the kingdom of God is here all around us, within us, God ruling in our lives. 
On this Palm Sunday would you be willing to let that kingdom live in you?
Do you really let Christ live in and through you?

Does he guide your every action?

And would you be willing to participate in what that kingdom means? 

II.

7.       Then remember this also. 
The tragedy was that their exaltation was merely verbal. 
They gave Jesus lip service on that first Palm Sunday. 
Are you just giving Jesus lip service this Palm Sunday?

Many of them cried out, "Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!" 
They gave Jesus lip service, and that is all many of them gave Him. Their exaltation was merely a verbal exercise.
      Oh, they were willing to join in the chorus as long as it cost nothing. After all, there was no real risk in standing by the road watching the parade go by. 
But the call of Jesus had always meant more than that. 
It had always required the completely giving of a person's life to Him What does it mean to completely give your life to Christ?

When I accepted the call to ministry, at first I don’t believe I completely gave my life over to Christ.

I wanted to serve the Lord on my timetable, but I soon found that the Lord had a timetable that was different from mine.

8.       The truth is Jesus did not need that kind of exaltation. 
He did not require or want this kind of lip service. 
He did not try to stop it. 
But apparently the Pharisees did. 
Luke, in his version of the story, tells us that when the Pharisees saw what was happening and heard the shouts, "Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord," they said to Jesus, 
"Teacher, rebuke your disciples." 
Jesus replied to them, "I tell you if these should keep silent, the stones would immediately cry out." 
Jesus accepted what was being shouted and many were sincere in this, but for most of them their exaltation was merely verbal.

  9.     A few years ago I had some friends who had been away on a month-long trip, and I asked them how it went. 
The man said, "It was fine. 
And while we were gone we did not hear a preacher anywhere as good as you are." 
I straightened up a bit and was trying to think of some response when he said, "We didn't hear any preacher at all. 
We didn't go to church." 
Just so many in Jerusalem were saying to Jesus, "We never heard anyone like you." 
Jesus had no trouble drawing a crowd. 
But it was not verbal support that He needed.

10.       Still today it is not verbal support that Jesus needs. 
No, still today He needs men and women, young people and children who will step out of the crowd on the side of the road and walk with Him. 
Will you do that?

That is the call of Jesus, to come follow Him, not just to cheer as He walks by alone. 
Sometimes we will praise others for what they do for the church, but just sit on the sidelines ourselves and do nothing.

That is what our Transformation process is all about.

We need to transform our church and get everyone onboard.

The call of Jesus means the commitment of a life to Him, something more than just lip service, something beyond a merely verbal exaltation.

 11.      A man had become very successful and was invited to come back to speak in the little church in the town where he had grown up. 
He told about many of his childhood experiences. 
He said that once he heard a preacher say we should give all we have to Jesus. 
Then he said, "As a boy I heard that statement and decided I would. 
I had $1.82, and I gave it all to Jesus. 
That has made a big difference in my life, and has caused me to be blessed. 
As you know, I now own a large company. 
Thousands work for me. 
I don't know what I'm worth, but it's a lot." 
He paused a moment and a little boy said, "Mister, would you do it again? 
Would you give all you have to Jesus now?"
Think about it.

Would you give all you have to Christ’s ministry?

Some people have done this and served as missionaries during their latter years.
       On this Palm Sunday are you willing to give Jesus something other than just a good word? 
Would you give Him your life and join Him on the road? 

III.

 13.      Finally, remember this. 
The tragedy was that their recognition was clearly visual. 
It was nothing more than that for so many of them. 
Matthew tells us that "All the city was stirred, saying, 'Who is this?' "So the multitude replied, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth of Galilee." 
They recognized Him. 
But it was only a visual kind of recognition. 
They were not really recognizing Him as the ruler of their lives.
       However, this is the call of Palm Sunday. 
That is the challenge Palm Sunday always causes us to face. 
This is true because the time comes when we simply have to choose. 
As the week went on, the wave of popular approval died down. 
More and more Jesus was alone as less and less people supported Him. Finally, in the end He stands alone.
       So, today we face a choice. 
It is the call to recognize Him for who He is, and to do that by making Him the ruler of our lives. 
One Palm Sunday at Riverside Church in New York, Harry Emerson Fosdick preached a sermon called "An Unavoidable Choice Faces Our Jerusalem, Too." 
It is a choice we always face. 
Today on Palm Sunday that choice is before us. 
There are many ways we can make that choice by giving ourselves to Him and serving Him through His church. 
To recognize who He is compels us to serve Him.

14.       In one of our great cities a minister served in a ghetto community. 
Once while talking with a friend he told him about his work, 
human suffering he saw, and how hard it was for him to face it every day. 
His friend said to him, "Why don't you just run away from it all?" 
He replied, "I would do just that, but Jesus won't let me."
        Maybe there are times when some of us are tempted to take the easy way and live only for ourselves, with no concern about the hurts of the world, the challenge of Christ, the call of the church, the demands of the kingdom. 
But Jesus who went to face Jerusalem will not let us get away, or get off so easily, or disappear into some safe harbor of escapism. 
Always He calls us to meet Him in the road and go with Him.

15.       Hugh Latimer was an English preacher. 
Once while he was preaching at Westminster Abbey he saw the King of England in the congregation. 
Hugh Latimer said, "Latimer! 
Latimer! 
Latimer! 
Be careful what you say. 
The King of England is here!" 
He paused a moment and then he said, "Latimer! 
Latimer! 
Latimer! 
Be careful what you say. The King of kings is here."
       Palm Sunday confronts us with this truth. 
The King of kings is here facing us in our own Jerusalem. 
He calls us never to be careful again, to be willing to give up safety and approval, to give up ease and escapism, to step out into the street and follow Him to the end -- and the beginning.
       "Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest!"
      Who is this Jesus? 
This is the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee.
       Would you go with Him? 
Would you dare to follow Him?



Abingdon Commentary
Matthew 21:1-11 The Son of David Enters Jerusalem and the Temple
Introduction to 21:1-17 

The journey to Jerusalem, begun in 16:21, is now concluded and the movement of the story accelerates toward its climax in the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

A significant structural change helps Matthew give this scene a dramatic flourish. What Matthew presents as one continuous sequence-entrance into the city (21:1-11) and entrance into the temple (21:12-17)-Mark divides into two separate incidents (see 11:1-10, 15-17). This is a result of Mark's framing the account of the temple cleansing with the curious incident of Jesus' cursing the fig tree (see 11:12-14, 20-26), a prophetic action that seems to be a commentary on the fate of the temple itself. In Matthew, however, Jesus' entrance into the temple is the climax of a triumphant procession that begins in Bethphage and ends in the temple courtyard. 

Matthew also highlights fulfillment of Scripture, another characteristic motif. Most evident is the fulfillment quotation from Zech 9:9, but there are a number of other biblical allusions in this scene. Likewise, Matthew's trademark Christology is in evidence: Jesus is acclaimed as Messiah and as the humble Son of David who not only takes possession of his city and temple, but also heals the sick within the enclosures of God's house. All of this leads to consternation on the part of Jesus' opponents and acclamations of joy from the crowds and the "children."The Triumphal Entry 21:1-11 

Matthew stages the beginning of the triumphant entry at the village of Bethphage, just over the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives. The reference to the Mount of Olives contributes to the eschatological aura of this entire scene. Zechariah 14:4 identifies the Mount of Olives ("which lies before Jerusalem on the east") as the location where the final struggle on the day of the Lord will take place. 

Jesus prepares for his entry into Jerusalem by sending two disciples into the village to procure a donkey and a colt (21:2-3). The whole tone emphasizes Jesus' messianic authority-he commands the disciples; they do exactly as he says; and everything is as "the Lord" predicts. Matthew's curious and somewhat awkward reference to two animals (contrast Mark 11:4, "a colt") is obviously under the influence of the fulfillment quotation from Zech 9:9 ("riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey"). The Hebrew original probably referred to only one animal, with the second reference-"a colt, the foal of a donkey"-being simply an explication of the first. Matthew's having two animals is not necessarily a mistake, as some have suggested (e.g., Meier [1979, 21-22] who uses this as evidence that Matthew was not Jewish), but reflects the kind of literal exactness not uncommon in Jewish interplay with biblical allusions (see Stendahl 1968, 119; Hagner 1995, 594-95; Harrington 1991, 293). The fulfillment text itself (21:4-5) serves well Matthew's interpretation of this scene. Jesus' royal authority is in full view as this triumphant procession enters David's city and its temple. But this is a King like no other, one who is "humble" and mounted on common beasts of burden. To hold this focus, Matthew omits from the Zechariah quotation a phrase that spoke of the King as "triumphant and victorious" (Zech 9:9b). 

In preparation for the procession, the disciples procure the animals and put their cloaks over them while a "very large crowd" (cf. Mark 11:8, "many") lay their cloaks on the road and pave it with branches cut from the trees. The scene is reminiscent of the royal acclamation given Jehu after he is anointed by the prophet Elisha in 2 Kgs 9:13. Crowds surround the procession, shouting praise to the "Son of David" (21:9, a title perhaps inspired here by Mark 11:10, "Blessed is the kingdom of our father David that is coming"). The words of praise are taken mainly from Ps 118:26 ("Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD . . ."; see Mark 11:9). "Son of David" is clearly a messianic title for Matthew, so its presence in this scene of erupting triumph is apt. At the same time, Matthew frequently applies the title to Jesus in his role as healer and servant (see 9:27; 12:23; 15:22; 20:30; also 21:15), so it also fits here where Matthew stresses the humble character of Jesus' messianic identity. 

The "whole city" of Jerusalem is "in turmoil" (literally, "shaken," 21:10), reminiscent of the distress of "all Jerusalem" and Herod at the news the Messiah had been born in Bethlehem (see 2:3). But the "crowds," who remain until this point generally favorable to Jesus, acclaim him as "the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee" (21:11). Matthew may imply that the crowds, too, see Jesus as a messianic figure, as the "prophet like Moses" foreseen in Deut 18:15, 18. Matthew 21:1-11 




Matthew 21:1-11 

The Triumphal Entry 

1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, "Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away." 
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:    5 "Say to the Daughter of Zion, 
       'See, your king comes to you, 
   gentle and riding on a donkey, 
       on a colt, the foal of a donkey.'"

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,
 
   "Hosanna to the Son of David!" 
   "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!"    "Hosanna in the highest!" 

10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, "Who is this?" 
11 The crowds answered, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee." Copyright: New International Version.
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