Giving 
Passage: Mark 12 : 38-44   ·   
 
Robert Fulghum, who wrote All I Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten, says that he placed alongside the mirror in his bathroom a picture of a woman who is not his wife. 
That's risky business! 
Every morning as he stood there shaving, he looked at the picture of that woman.

The picture? 
The picture is of a small humped-over woman wearing sandals and a blue eastern robe and head dress (sari). 
She is surrounded by important-looking people in tuxedos, evening gowns, and the regalia of royalty. 
It is the picture of Mother Teresa, receiving the Nobel Peace Prize!

Fulghum said he keeps that picture there to remind him that, more than a president of any nation, more than any pope, more than any chief executive officer of a major corporation, that woman has authority because she is a servant.

In 1970, a man by the name of Malcolm Muggeridge went to Calcutta to do a special documentary on Mother Teresa for BBC-TV. 
Muggeridge then was Europe's Tom Brokaw.

Well, on that fated morning of their meeting (a morning that would change him the him for the rest of his life) he met her as she was working out in the streets with sick and poor people in a ghetto like he had never seen before, amid stench, filth, garbage, disease, and poverty that was just unbelievable. But what struck Muggeridge more than anything else, even there in that awful squalor and decadence, was the deep, warm glow on Mother Teresa's face and the deep, warm love in her eyes.

"Do you do this every day?" he began his interview.

"Oh, yes," she replied, "it is my mission. 
It is how I serve and love my Lord."

"How long have you been doing this? 
How many months?"

"Months?" said Mother Teresa.

"Not months, but years. 
Maybe eighteen years.

"Eighteen years!" exclaimed Muggeridge. 
"You've been working here in these streets for eighteen years?"

"Yes," she said simply and yet joyfully. 
"It is my privilege to be here. 
These are my people. 
These are the ones my Lord has given me to love."

"Do you ever get tired? 
Do you ever feel like quitting and letting someone else take over your ministry? 
After all, you are beginning to get older."

"Oh, no," she replied, "this is where the Lord wants me, and this is where I am happy to be. 
I feel young when I am here. 
The Lord is so good to me. 
How privileged I am to serve him."

Later, Malcolm Muggeridge said, "I will never forget that little lady as long as I live. 
The face, the glow, the eyes, the love-it was all so pure and so beautiful. 
I shall never forget it. 
It was like being in the presence of an angel. 
It changed my life. 
I have not been the same person since. 
It is more than I can describe." 
By the way, after Malcolm Muggeridge made those comments, Mother Teresa continued to serve in that sacrificial way until the end of her life nearly twenty-seven more years.

Obviously, we can't all be Mother Teresa, but we can all live in that spirit. 
In our own ways, we can all learn to give.

It has been called the story of the widow's mite. 
We are all familiar with this event in the life of our Lord in which a widow gave all the money that she had to an offering in the Temple and thereby received the praise of the Master of Life himself. 
The story is generally perceived to be one about giving and clearly that element is there. 
In terms of the actual amount that she gave it was a mere penance. 
Less than one penny in today's money. 
The extravagance in it was that it represented all that she had.

But there is another element to this story that perhaps we fail to see. 
Jesus had just been watching the Pharisees in their giving practices. 
Now, we are talking big bucks. 
And they were quite open about their giving. 
Everyone knew their giving record; indeed, they made a point that everyone knew it. 
It was in the light of that that Jesus pointed out this widow. 
Picture Jesus sitting now with the leaders of the temple-the Sadducees- observing the people as they come in and watching their donations.
There is no paper money so it all makes a terrible noise as it rolls down this long horn shaped object and falls into the pool of coins. 
So here comes this little old lady and she has two small coins worth nothing and drops them in. 
They barely make a noise. 
You can almost see the Temple leaders as they roll their eyes and hope for better results with the next person who walks in the door. 
Jesus then calls his Disciples over and says, "This poor widow has put more in to the treasury than all the others." 
To the Sadducees this woman is a waste of time but to Jesus she is the stuff by which Kingdoms are erected. 
Thus, at its heart, the widow's mite is not a story about giving, it is a story about motivation. 
Why do we do what we do? 
What do we hope to achieve by our giving? 
The Pharisees and Sadducees gave to receive peer recognition. 
And, said Jesus, they received their reward. 
People praised them. 
The woman, on the other hand, gave out of love for God. A
ccording to Jesus, she also received her reward.

For a few moments this morning I do not want to talk about dollar amounts that are given to the church but about motivation. 
Why do we do what we do? 
What is the motivation behind our giving?

I

The first motivation for giving, I believe, is that we have first given of ourselves. 
In speaking of his Gentile churches, the Apostle Paul said: First we gave of ourselves, and then we gave of our resources. 
Too many of us have gotten it backwards.

There was a very wealthy man who had never been known for his generosity to the church. 
The church was involved in a big financial program and they resolved to pay him a visit. 
When the committee met with the man one afternoon, they said that in view of his considerable resources they were sure that he would like to make a substantial contribution to this program.

"I see," he said, "so you have it all figured out have you.? I
n the course of your investigation did you discover that I have a widowed mother who has no other means of support but me." 
No, they responded, they did not know that. 
"Did you know that I have a sister who was left by a drunken husband with five children and no means to provide for them." 
No, they said, we did not know that either. 
"Well, sir, did you know also that I have a brother who is cripple due to an automobile accident and can never work another day to support his wife and family." 
Embarrassingly, they responded, no sir, we did not know that either. 
Well, he thundered triumphantly, I've never given any of them a cent so why should I give anything to you."

He had never given of himself therefore he never gave of his resources. 
Giving is an outgrowth. 
It is the inevitable result of the warmed heart. 
As we surrender ourselves to God and to loving our neighbor then we will want to give not only ourselves but our goods to him and to his church. 
We have put the cart before the horse. 
We say in the church: I give, therefore I am a Christian. 
Friends, it's just the reverse. 
It is because I am a follower of Christ that I give.

II

Secondly, your money follows your heart. 
Jesus worded it this way: where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. You show me your check book and I'll show you what is important to you. Show me how much you give to the Kingdom of God and then compare that with how much you spend on your personnel hobbies.
You see, money is nothing more than congealed personality. 
It is a barometer of our Christian discipleship. 
Oh, it's not the only barometer but it is a barometer.

Would you believe that there are Methodist ministers who give little or no financial support to the church. 
Would you believe that there are members of the administrative boards in some Methodist churches who give little or no financial support to their church.

A minister told about a very interesting thing that he did in his congregation one Sunday morning. 
He said that when the ushers had taken up the offering and brought the plates down to the alter rail, he took the plates and held them up in the air and he gave a prayer: "Lord, regardless of what we say about you, this is really what we say about you, this is really what we feel about you. Amen." 
Your money follows your heart. 
If your commitment to Christ has not yet reached your billfold then it has not yet reached tour heart.

And this principle is true in other areas is it not? Take the stewardship of time for example. Have you ever noticed how your time follows your interests. You get interested in something and you invest in it--both with time and money. The number one reason why people say they do not commit to the church is that they do not have enough time. They really mean to do it, but they're busy. Yet, it is really amazing to me how quickly people can clear their calendars for something that they want to do.

Friends, a sermon on stewardship has nothing to say whatsoever to an uncommitted person. Jesus does not want your money. Not first and foremost. What he wants is your heart. Once you have surrendered your heart these other matters will fall into place.

III

The first motivation for giving, I believe, is that we have first given ourselves to God and to our neighbor. Secondly, our motivation comes from the priorities of our lives: Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. The third motive for giving is because it makes God happy. Paul wrote to the Corinthians: God loves a cheerful giver. Dr. James I. McCord, then president emeritus of Princeton University Theological School, once told the story of a man who commented that he was never coming back to a particular church because all they ever talked about in that church was give, give, give. Concluded Dr. McCord: I cannot think of a better definition of Christianity than that: give, give, give.

I am convinced that unless you learn to give you can never learn to be fully human. Let me ask you this. If there was a dog walking down the street, healthy coat, obviously in good shape, and he had a bone in his mouth, and that dog passed a flee bitten mutt that was near starvation, do you think that the healthy dog would stop and drop his bone in front of the sick dog? Oh, no. He would clinch his bone that much tighter in his teeth as he passed by. That is the nature of animals. Only man knows how to be a giver. Only man can know that God is pleased when we give.

IV

A fourth motivation it seems to me is to give not because the church bills need to be paid but because we are moved by a sense of gratitude. I have often suspected that we in the church take the wrong approach to stewardship. We send people a line item budget that details what our expenses will be for the ensuing year. It is boring and few people read it. But beyond that it perpetuates the concept that you are to give in proportion to what our bills are. We should be giving out of a sense of thanksgiving and joy, not to pay bills.

When I give money to the church I don't look at a line item budget. What I look at first of all is my family. God has blessed me with a beautiful family-Lord, love them. Then I look around and see my husband and the quality of life that I enjoy. Because of all of God's blessings I give out of a sense of gratitude. There is much more fulfillment from that than simply giving money because an air condition valve has broken, and needs to be replaced. I give because I am overwhelmed with gratitude for what Christ did for me at Calvary and because, in the future, that cross makes a great day of reunification possible. Because I understand the great significance of that I gladly give to His church. I don't give money simply because the church is leaking and needs repair. I am talking about motivation my friends. Too long our appeal in the church has been lets pay the bills. When people give only on that level they miss the great joy of giving. 

Friends, when we give to the church, love is no longer just an idea, it is an action. Man's law says: you cannot give what you do not have. God's law says: you cannot keep what you refuse to give away.
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