The Christmas Story
Luke 2:1-20

1.
The birth of Jesus is connected to the history of salvation and the history of the public world.

It reaches all the way back to the Old Testament and reaches all the way forward into the birth of Christianity found in Acts and the rest of the New Testament.

The weaving of the story in Luke with Old Testament images tells us that god is not starting over with Christians.

Our Christian story is linked with the Old Testament or the Jewish Scriptures which show that God is faithful to his promises.

God’s promises do come to pass in our lives.

His promises are not only for our own good, but for the good of everyone.

The songwriter picks up on this faithfulness of God in the beloved hymn, “Great is thy faithfulness.”

Morning by morning, God’s mercies are fresh each and every day.

He does not change and his compassion does not fail.

Our individual faith stories are linked with this history as well.

And even when we are not faithful, God is faithful in our lives.

2.
in the story of Joseph and Mary’s travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem, we see our connection.

In their acts we see their obedience to the decree of the emperor to be registered.

In following this simple decree of the government, they find themselves in the will of God.

Sometimes, just doing what comes next is what lands us in the will of God.

For it was in simple obedience they went to Bethlehem and while they were there the time came for Mary to be delivered of her child, Jesus.

This fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies.

They found a quiet place and laid Jesus in a manger which was in keeping with the prophecy.

Obedience to God is important because God is faithful always.

In our obedience to God, we really see his promises fulfilled.

Because of their obedience, Mary and Joseph fulfilled the promises that God had made for all humankind.

It could have been easy for Mary to say, I am too tired; I am too pregnant; I cannot go to Bethlehem,

But she was obedient and found herself in the will of God.

3.
And in that region, there were shepherds taking care of their flocks by night.

It was their routine tasks, their work, and their way of life.

And God broke into their ordinary work life and blessed them.

And angel came to them and the glory of God shone around them.

So, in the simplicity of their lives, the power and honor and might of God broke in and way around them.

The shepherds were so overcome by God’s presence and power in the angel that they decided to go and see what had taken place and had been made known to them.

The story calls for faithfulness and obedience on our part.

Sometimes God breaks into our everyday life with power and glory and might and we fail to see and hear and respond

We can easily miss the opportunity.

But God remains faithful even in this.

He continues to try and get our attention, to bring us back, to hold us close, to love us, to bless us.

It is a story that bids us stop and see what God is showing us.
It may be at home.

It may be at work.

It may be at play.

It is kind of like the burning bush experience Moses had.

He decided to stop what he was doing and turn aside and see the bush that was burning.

The shepherds were ordinary people and God came to them

It is God’s will for all of us to be part of the story.

The story could have been told first at the temple, but it was not.

It could have been told in the palace, but it was not.

The story was told first to the shepherds.

They were very receptive to the good news of Christ’s birth.

They went seeking him.

Matthew says to seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things will be added to us.

God wants us to seek him.

God wants us all to be receptive and open to the good news of Christ’s birth.

That says to us that the birth of Christ is for all of us.

It is a message of hope for us in our ordinary life situation.

Whatever we are doing, wherever we may find ourselves, God’s message of hope and peace and good will is very near to us.

God makes house calls.

He shows up in our homes.

God shows up in the fields no matter how ordinary or mundane.

God shows up in the operating room, no matter what the illness.

God shows up in the courtroom no matter what the charge.

The birth of Christ is evidence that God loves us and seeks in every way he can to make himself known to us.

4.
I wonder what I would have heard had I been there that night. 
It is a question that annually haunts me. 
Would I have heard the choirs of angels singing or simply the sounds of barnyard animals shifting around? 
Would I have seen the star or  two poor and very frightened kids? 
Would I have understood the hushed silence of the divine presence, or simply the chill of a cold east wind? 
Would I have understood the message of Emmanuel, God with us, or would the cosmic implications of that evening have passed me by?


had two people been there that night in Bethlehem - quite possible that they could have heard and seen two entirely different scenes. 
I believe this because all of life is this way. 
God never presents himself in revelation in a manner in which we are forced to believe.
 We are always left with an option, for that is God's way. 
one person can say “It’s a miracle, another says “It’s coincidence." 


very few people in Palestine saw and heard and understood what took place that night. 
The choirs of angels singing were drowned out by the haggling and trading going on in the Jerusalem bazaar. 
There was a bright star in the sky but the only ones apparently to pay any attention to it were pagan astrologers from the East. 
If anyone did see Mary and Joseph on that most fateful night, they were too preoccupied with their own problems to offer any assistance.


What we see and what we hear in life depends not upon the events but rather who we are as people. 
It’s not what is out there but what is inside of us. 


You say, had I been there at Bethlehem that night I would have seen. I would have understood. 
Would you? 
There is one way of knowing .

Ask yourself what you saw this Christmas Season. 
When you watched the 6:90 news did you see chaos and strife, or did you see sheep without a Shepherd? 
When you went out to do your shopping did you see only hordes of people in the stores or did you notice the worried expressions? 
Worried because they are facing this Christmas without employment and they don't know how they are going to make ends meet.


And ask yourself what you hear this Christmas. 
Do you hear only the blasts of music and carols, or do you hear the silent sighs of the lonely and the bereaved who may be dreading Christmas because it accentuates their loneliness? 
And in the midst of the sounds of honking horns and people arguing over parking places, do you hear the feint sound of laughter that will be coming from downtown because you furnished toys for poor children?


So often what we see and what we hear is not dependent upon the event but upon ourselves. 
If you did in fact hear the cry from the lonely, the laughter of poor children, if you saw the sheep without a shepherd, then you might just have seen the events that took place in Bethlehem that night. 
If you lacked that spiritual that spiritual seeing and hearing then you probably would have been with the 99% who were present but who saw or heard nothing out of the ordinary.


In the end perhaps one of our carols words it best: No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin. 
Where meek souls shall receive him still, the dear Christ child enters in.

5.
Our response to the birth of Christ should be to praise, glorify God in obedience for al God has done for us in giving His only Son to us.
The shepherds, when they had gone and seen Christ in the manger, made known what had been told to them about Jesus.

And they were so excited that everyone who heard it was amazed about what the shepherds told them.

When we get excited about what  God said, what God has done and when we share it with others, they are blessed.

If we are excited about the story of Christ and what he means to us, then when we tell others, they get excited and their lives are touched; their lives are blessed; their lives are changed and the whole is changed by the presence of Christ in the world.

Paul tells us in all things give thanks.

Here we are shown what a blessing it is to not only give thanks, but to praise God.

6.
message of the Christmas story is one of the faithfulness of a God.

It is one of obedience people of God throughout the ages.

It is one of God’s COMING TO US IN OUR ORDINARY PLACES AND SITUATIONS of life.

It is one of praising God for his power and honor and might and compassion.

It is one of thankfulness for God’s compassions that do not fail even when we do.

story tells us through  the birth of Christ that we really matter to God.

That God would go to the extreme to become one like us so that we could become more like him.

So, Christmas Eve is another opportunity for us to hear the story again.

And like the story of the shepherds shows us and the songwriter bids us, we are to go and tell it on the mountains that Jesus Christ is born.


Because Christ is born, glory belongs to God.

Because Christ is born, peace belongs on earth to those whom God favors.

Because Christ is born, we are all given hope for our lives.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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