



GREAT REASONS FOR GREAT GIVING

II Corinthians 8:1-9


Several years ago, A. B. Cash of Burkesville, Kentucky, filed suit to retrieve offerings he put in the collection plate at a local church.

According to Gannet News Service, Cash charged that the Living Word Assembly of God didn’t live up to their promises of fellowship and assistance.

He said he felt cheated and wanted his $600.00 back.

The suit sought the return of $125, a gift to the pastor, and $275 in punitive damages, bringing the total to $1,000.


Cash said he became disenchanted with the church after his family had a string of troubles beginning in 1989.

Church members “totally turned their backs on me and my family,” he charges in his suit.

“We were in need of emotional support, and we were in need of financial support, but nobody would help us,” he said.


What a tragic story.

Suing a church that refuses to be the church!

How sad for everyone concerned.

Actually, even though most of us would never sue a church, we can sympathize with this man.
The church ought to be the church, but unfortunately sometimes we are not.

This is the part of stewardship that I referred to last week – stewardship of our time and service of love to others.


We have all kinds of strange ideas about money in the church.

And there ARE those pastors who lead people to believe that the saying, “You can’t outgive God,” means “you put in 10-percent and out comes 15-percent in return.”

You may receive 15% in return, but you may not.

They are being misled.

There is nothing magical about tithing, and God never promises monetary extravagance.

He does promise a spiritual blessing.

He does promise treasure laid up in Heaven.

But there is no assurance that if we give generously of our money one day we will all drive a Mercedes.


Why should we give regularly, faithfully, generously?
I want to suggest this morning some great reasons for great giving.


ONE REASON FOR GREAT GIVING IS BECAUSE OF THE GRACE OF GOD IN REDEMPTION.

Paul says in II Cor. 8:9, “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sake he became poor, that you through his poverty might be rich.”

John put it this way “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life.”

Paul again in Ephesians writes, “For by grace are you saved through faith; it is a gift of God ….”


Jesus came to take away our sins.

“He bore our sins in his own body on the tree,” says Paul.

He did this so that we might have our guilt removed and the tyranny of sin over our lives vanquished forever.

He came to take away the wall of hostility and indifference toward God and to make us His children with all the rights and privileges that being children of the King include.
When we become his own, Christ comes to dwell in our hearts.

He strengthens us with eternal hope.

Our highest hopes and deepest needs, then, are provided for through him.


All for this – the forgiveness of sin,

The breaking of the yoke of sin,

The redeeming and life-giving presence of Christ in our lives – is undeserved.

They are all gifts of a loving God.

Is it any wonder grateful Christians have sung through the years?
“Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me?”

I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see.


Such grace when received produces overflowing joy and gratitude.

Out of that gratitude we give to God and others.

Our giving relates us to the great purposes of God as He deals with sin in people’s lives, loves them and redeems them.

When the passionate Christ comes into people’s lives they, too, become passionate about the work of God.
They don’t have the time or desire to argue about whether or not to tithe.
You see, the New Testament never commands a tithe, but can a Christian who has been brought from sin and eternal death by the death of Christ, and then blessed beyond measure, give any less than the Hebrew who was bound by law?

Christ gave unconditionally out of his abundant love; so must we who love him.


Albert Schweitzer was a concert organist, a profound New Testament scholar, and a famous theologian.

One day while he was reading the Scriptures, he happened upon our story of the rich man and Lazarus.

As he thought about this story, Schweitzer saw Africa as the beggar lying at Europe’s door.

This prompted Schweitzer to give up his career in theology and go to medical school and eventually to open his hospital for the poor in Lambarene, French Equatorial Africa.
His experience of the grace of God caused him to lay down everything that was familiar to him and to take up the work of Christ in a strange and far-off land.

This brings us to the second reason for giving.

A second reason for great giving is the tragic need of people about us.
PAUL says in II Cor. 11:8-14, “Your abundance in the present should supply their want.”
Vast millions of human beings live at subsistence level, many on $300 or less a year.

It is said some 26 million or more refuges languish in poverty.

Missionaries overseas are helping provide food and teaching the inhabitants of undeveloped lands how to raise better crops.

Millions more, however, live and die with diseases that could be cured if only they had medicine or could see a doctor and medical personnel.

Missionary hospitals and clinics provide medical care in many of these desperate places.

But many must do so with hurting hearts even in our country today because there is not enough medicine to go around.

Bishop Huie and the net delivery team from the Texas Annual Conference have arrived safely in Cote d’lvoire.  

The 35-member delegation is there to deliver bed nets to help prevent malaria.
Pray for the delegation.

As Rev. Cynthia Harvey, a member of the delegation, says, “This net distribution has been about two years in the making and friends, the day is here.  
As we talk about nets and regions and distribution points it is becoming more apparent to me that while the net itself is an important component, what makes this campaign so different is the overwhelming leading of the Spirit.  
This has a sacramental quality about it.  
I am reminded that the net is an outward and visible sign of God’s love and grace shared with the children of God who are in such great need.  A child dies every 30 seconds of malaria.  
What we are sharing is yes, a net, but what we are giving is the possibility of new life.  
A life filled with God’s love, with success, and the chance to make all things new.”
Without malaria, more money can be spent on facing other challenges, more people are healthy and alive to lead such a charge, and more opportunities are had to live into a future with hope.  
As the hymn says, “strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow–blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!” 
Missionaries are there as well providing clothes and nutrition.

Homeless children, neglected old people, tortured youth – these and many others across our world need our money and the ministry that money can provide.

Today a billion people do not have enough to eat.

Our world produces more food than ever.

So why do nearly a billion people still not have enough to eat?

When hunger becomes anger, people will fight.

This thing is becoming so big that we need to bring God into this and we’re not.

We are attacking world problems piecemeal.

We need to ask God’s wisdom and his help.

We need a major fast and prayer across this nation

80% of people in trauma have spiritual questions.

Who will give the answers?

Many homeless live here.

So we, as loving Christians, reach out to them.

One day a boy was walking in the street carrying a basket of eggs.

He tripped on the curbstone, dropped the basket, and the eggs were smashed.

A crowd gathered at the scene.

One said, “What a pity!” 

Another said, “I’m sorry he is crying.

Let’s comfort him.”

Then a man stepped forward, reached into his pocket, and said, “I care a dollar.

How much do you care?”


Sometimes God asks us to take out our wallet to show how much we care.


As terrible as these physical needs are, though, the spiritual needs are greater.

According to Christianity Today, some 2.8 billion or more of the world’s people are living and dying without knowing Christ.

We cannot see the death of a person’s spirit.

For that reason we usually don’t get very concerned or upset, but the evidence of violence and crime and lust and greed and hatred in our world are legacies of spirits dying without Christ.


On the day of judgment, I believe we will give an account of whether we did all we could not only to feed the hungry and clothe the naked and heal the sick, but we’ll also be asked about our stewardship of the Gospel and its support.
The physical and spiritual needs of people demand our generous best in giving.


A third reason for great giving is the PURE JOY IT GIVES US.

In Lee Iacocca’s book, Talking Straight, he shares a number of stories about raising funds for the Statue of Liberty project on the occasion of the 100th birthday of this symbol of freedom.


Particularly striking is the saga of Mary Miller.
She was just a little old lady from New Jersey who wanted to help, and so she sent $1,000.

Naturally, Iacocca sent her a nice thank-you note.

She must have appreciated the note, because she then sent another check- this one for $50,000.


After that Iacocca called her to say thanks again, and she said, “You guys are really nice.”
She was so pleased that she said she was sending along a little envelope.

When it arrived, it had 3 checks in it – one for $25,000, one for $50,000 and one for $75,000.

So much money was pouring in from her that Iacocca would kid about her.
He would say, “I never even met Mary Miller.

All I did was thank her and she sent me $200,000.
Imagine if I’d sent her flowers!”


Iacocca was so grateful to her that he wanted to bring her over to visit Liberty Island with him.

On two occasions when he was in New York he called her, but she was always too busy.

She was 87 and yet her schedule seemed to be tighter than his.

The last time she turned him down, she told him it was out of the question for her to get away that day.

She was doing her spring housecleaning!


It is clear that Mary Miller was giving for this cause out of pure joy.

It truly is more blessed to give than to receive.

That is one of the great spiritual truths.

Giving brings dignity to our lives.

It is an expression of authentic love.


Several years ago a pastor from this country went to India to speak at an evangelistic crusade.

The people in this particular village were so poor they had to spend all their rupees on food.

The American pastor commented to a church leader that they must be frustrated by their inability to give.

He said, “Oh no, they DO GIVE.

Twice a day they boil rice for the family meal.

Each time they scoop out what then need, they put one scoop in a bag.

By the end of the week they have 14 scoops of rice, which they put in the offering to be distributed to the needy.”


Wow!

They do not consider themselves needy.

Some of us feel life has cheated us if our neighbor drives a nicer car than we drive.

No wonder there is no joy in our lives.


A small girl visited around her neighborhood and acquired cookies, candy, and a collection of trinkets.

When her mother reproved the little lady for bothering the neighbors, the child replied, “Oh, the neighbors wanted me to come.

I’m somebody they can give things to.”

In a sense she is right.
There is a need within each of us to give.

We never know the true joy of living if we are always recipients and never givers.


Billy Graham is reported to have received the following letter:

“I admire you very much.

I want to help in your worldwide crusade and am enclosing my check for $100.

The reason I am not signing it is because I want to remain anonymous.”

The sender of that unsigned check doesn’t know it, but he cheated not only Graham, not only God, but most of all he cheated himself.

There is joy in giving.


A FINAL REASON FOR GREAT GIVING IS TO PROVE OUR LOVE TO THE LORD.

In verses 8 and 9 Paul says that our giving proves that our love is genuine.
We make love concrete and tangible by what we give and the manner of our giving.


Truit Gannon tells of shopping with a friend who was getting an anniversary gift for his wife.

The clerk began showing him some cheap curtains, and this man said,

“You don’t understand, this is for my wife.

I want something that will show her how much I really love her.”


What we give to God and how we give shows just how much we really love God.

It shows how grateful we are for the love we receive from Him.


A major women’s college, conducting a financial campaign, asked a prominent alumna to send a message to back up their appeal.

She wrote that she would gladly send a message, but that she would not make it happy, “Tell them this for me,” she wrote.

“Never take your college for granted!

A lot of people broke their hearts to give it to you.”

And this is true about the church.

A lot of people, including our Lord, gave their all.


As I said last Sunday, a lot of the Saints that went before us have given us this beautiful building, this beautiful picture of Jesus.
I really wish I could preach facing it.


There are four great reasons for great giving:

AS A JOYOUS RESPONSE TO THE GRACE OF GOD.

BECAUSE OF THE NEED OF THOSE ABOUT US.

BECAUSE IT IS MORE BLESSED TO GIVE THAN TO RECEIVE,

AND AS A DEMONSTRATION OF OUR LOVE FOR GOD.

In II Corinthians 8 we read:
“First they gave themselves to the Lord.”

That’s the real secret of abundant life.

That’s the real secret of joyous giving.

The Lord gave Himself for us.

When we give ourselves freely to Him in commitment and surrender, we will not have trouble with our giving.

The needs of the church will be met and the Gospel will be richly provided for people everywhere.


Other people will gain hope from the love we share with them, and as a result, our hope will increase in these uncertain economic times.
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